Overview of the virulence attributes of the HAP-group of bacteria.
The pathogenicity requirements of the HAP bacteria include colonization of mucous surfaces, invasion of the host tissues, survival and multiplication in the host, interference with the defences of the host, and damage to the host. For these purposes the bacteria possess adhesion structures, capsular polysaccharides, surface structures such as outer membrane proteins, and lipopolysaccharides. They also secrete extracellular products, including exotoxins. The information available in this context for the major pathogens of the HAP group is reviewed.